[Wilson's disease; diagnosis with the aid of magnetic resonance tomography].
In a 21-year-old woman with a smaller and sloppy handwriting, drooling especially when stooping, sporadic choking, clumsiness, and frequent stumbling, Wilson's disease was diagnosed. The medical history disclosed a short period of haemolytic anaemia with transient hepatic failure, and irregular menstruation periods with infertility. On examination there were no signs of liver or spleen enlargement. She was slow, had an expressionless face and mild dysarthria, and slight impairment of the coordination of the limbs. Magnetic resonance imaging of the brain showed bilateral hyperintensive lesions of the basal ganglia on T2W images. Zinc therapy induced a good biochemical response and there was also some clinical improvement. Linkage analysis within the family identified one other asymptomatic homozygotically affected sister. A diagnostic delay occurs frequently due to relative unfamiliarity with this rare disease and due to its variable clinical expression.